
Bring on the Kids!
The New Earth School Germinates ...

Janis Theron - Newsletter Editor

Shoots and Roots

Earth School began on 14 January. Not to huge applause or with any fanfare, 

just very quietly. A seed was sown, and the shoots and roots started to grow. 

Earth School is the brainchild of Judy Sole of Brave Green Kids fame - and 

Tressa and Tim Colmer. Judy also owns Monkey Valley Resort where the school 

has its indoor and outdoor classrooms. In fact, the entire environment is our 

classroom and we use technology to spread our word: BRING ON THE KIDS 

AND SAVE OUR EARTH!

 

When top experts from all over the world keep telling us that the world is at a 

tipping point beyond which humanity cannot survive, what do we do? Previous 

generations were born into a beautiful abundant world full of diverse species, 

crystal clear streams, forests, jungles and enough of everything for everyone for 

a long time to come. Can we imagine not fighting for our children to have the 

same?
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JANUARY IS FOR 
OCEANS AND 
BEACHES

An Idea Becomes Reality



Turn the Tide
Find and implement new systems and – 
most important of all – call in the kids. 

Our pioneering group of students will be 
taught in one of the greatest classrooms 

on earth – the natural environment of 
Southern Africa. Their lessons will be 
televised to share worldwide. We let 

nature lead us to the wonders of science, 
mathematics, language- arts, drama, 

music and art in a quest to bringing global 
awareness of our earth’s fragile 

existence. Anyone, from anywhere, can 
download presented video lessons and 

share in the wonders of an education that 
is taking its cue from nature. Through our 

field trips and experiential activities 
people everywhere, can apply each 

lesson to their own local surroundings…
 

New systems of nutrition, agriculture, 
health, zero waste, renewable energy, 
water use in harmony with the natural 

systems of the earth, restored 
ecosystems, conserved wildernesses and 
a return to the abundance of nature…that 

is our vision!
 

So, a few meetings later, we opened our 
doors: to 5 students from age 7 to age 

15…

Circles and rings have no end, symbols 
of life cycles in nature and everything 
that the Earth School stands for. Our 
first few weeks revolved around this 

theme: “What circles can you describe 
in the environment? Do they have a 
specific role to play?” we asked our 
small group of children. We spoke 

about the life cycle of a seed and how 
seeds can grow into mighty and 

majestic trees. Trees ARE life – trees 
give us water and oxygen and wood to 

keep warm and create shelters. We 
planted our own sunflowers and maize 
seeds to see how fast seeds grow and 

how easy it is to grow our own food. 
John at Monkey Valley is an amazing 

horticulturalist and teacher and showed 
us how seeds attract all kinds of 

biodiversity and are part of something 
huger than we are.

Circle of Life

One of the most important cycles is the 
Water Cycle. We get rain from the 

clouds and this falls into our catchments 
and the trees are part of the process. 

Think of what you need to survive. 
Food? Water? Air? Soil? All living 

things NEED water: up to 90% of the 
body weight of some organisms comes 

from water. Up to 60% of the human 
adult body is water! And 70% of Earth is 

water, only 2% of which is potable.

It is difficult for us to remember to “act” 
for the camera several times a day. But 
we do it - for international learners who 
can see what issues we are tackling at 
Earth School. And they can then show 
us something they are tackling in their 
countries! One of our first outings was 

to Noordhoek Beach to see how a 
beach ecosystem joins with a dune 

forest. How beaches evolve and nature 
is never static. A dynamic, shifting alive 

Being…

Take 5 - You're 
on Camera!

Seeds Make 
Trees



All things are bound together,
All things connect.

What happens to the Earth,
Happens to the children of the Earth.
Man has not woven the web of life,

He is but one thread.
Whatever he does to the web,

He does to himself.

Interdependence
Chief Seattle 1895

Did you know that there is a book of 
Special Days of the Year? Penguin 

Awareness Day was a January highlight 
for Earth Kids. We celebrated this 

awesome and pertinent day by visiting 
Terry Corr at Shark Warriors / 
AfriOceans in Simon’s Town.

 
We learned so much about Penguins 
and the Ocean ecosystem. Penguins 
need sardines to eat but huge fishing 
companies are pillaging the ocean for 
these fish to tin them and make animal 

feed. Is this right? Why should any 
herbivore be forced to eat fish? Why 

should fish be exploited and why should 
the penguins suffer? An entire food 

chain is at risk of collapse.

Penguin Day

The 400-year old Cypress Tree at 
Windmill Beach in Simon’s Town is 

dying. Someone somehow diverted its 
water source from its roots and its life 
force is slowly ebbing away. Judy Sole 
wants to save it and she took our Earth 

Kids there to understand the issue. 
John the horticulturalist described how 
important trees are to people. How can 

we all take action to save trees and 
wildlife at risk from human development 

and greed?

Trees Are Life!

A visit to the Common in Noordhoek 
cemented for us the truth about trees: 
how majestic and essential they all are 

for our survival. While the Common 
boasts many alien trees, they are part 

of the area’s history. They do, however, 
affect the water sources in the area. 

Alien trees are very thirsty! We played 
some imaginary games…

 
Put your arms around a tree and hug it 

for a few minutes. What does it feel 
like? Lie under a tree and look up into 
the canopy: compose a poem in your 

mind.

Hug a Tree

January was a packed month for our 
Earth children at Earth School. Bring on 
the Kids we urge! We believe that Greta 
in Sweden is doing the right thing as a 
15-year old climate change activist and 

we are her proteges.

Brave Green 
Kids Take 

Action!The three pillars of sustainability: 
Environmental, Social and Economical. 
Much like a solid cast iron potjie pot, we 

need all three legs to stand.

Potjie Pot?

What does 
Environment Mean 

for You?


